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My point of view is based on a perspective given by Sherry Ortner. He says that we are not each but both. He says both men and women can and must be equally involved in projects of creativity and transcendence.
In 1950's of America society, the women had a hard time especially because during those years there was a repressive tendency of women belonging to men. In addition, from 1920 to 1950, the women’s movement entered into a period of inactivity since women achieved women suffrage in the 1920's and they lost the pivot.
Thename, “Lazarus,” in the title comes from the bible. Lazarus died and is revived by Jesus. So people called it a miracle. In this literary work, the paradox is a key for open analysis. There are 3 paradoxes. First, in this work, a miracle is a curse. In general, like lazarus’ story in the bible, a miracle is a sacred thing and revival is considered the most holly case. But in this poem it isn’t.The woman is a heroine of miracle but spectacle. She says,“What a million filaments,”and that the crowd is eating peanuts like its watching a TV show. They even strip the lady and treat her body as if she is a doll. This miracle is made of shallowness.
Second, she demands charge. In general, when somebody is revived, that person thanks whoever revived him/her, but in this situation, she doesn’t. Because lazarus is treated as women not human being. When lazarus is man, he is a scared thing however when lazarus is women, she falls to spectacle. Therefore she demands the charge to the world that made women attraction.
Last paradox is in ending. she finally become a phoenix by eating men and now in the end she can die. It is the most paradox in this work. Shedies but she lives. What I mean is that she cannot live in such an unfair condition. So, she insist the society using suicide but the society do not allow the lady lazarus to die. Ironically, she can get a win only if she died and in this situation she finally becomes a phoenix. Now she can live by dying.
Before conclude whole meaning of this poem, remind that fact it is written in 1950’s. at that time, women must become a phoenix. But we must have questions that what is learned from this poem? And how we apply this work in 2014? We should acknowledge the situation is changed and we also have to change to interpret the meaning of poem because the new generation needs a new interpretation. Unfortunately, the scale until now is declined toward men but the argument about women’s right become more sensitive because the pie of society is limited and men think the bigger share of women, the smaller share of men. Therefore, we must know and separate between difference and discrimination then pursuit gender equality not one direction right. And then we can call that process culture.








